mother's apron-strings
court life and politics, he was bound to recognize that the office
of kingship called for a form of education which went far outside
the limits of * the nursery/ It is evident that ' the mother and
the nursery' were too strong for Waldegrave; and as a result
he grew bitterly resentful towards the former and abandoned
all hope of ever being able to exert his influence in the latter.
The new Preceptor, on the other hand, did his utmost to
make good some of the Prince's educational deficiencies. He
persuaded Dr Tucker, the learned Dean of Gloucester, to prepare
an account c on the Subject of National Commerce'; but
although the Dean actually commenced work he declined to
proceed with it ' for very judicious reasons.' Tucker was too
good an economist to write a treatise to please all political
parties! The Prince was not a good pupil: he was Ia2y in the
classroom, and paid little attention to his teachers.
When Bubb Dodington visited the Dowager-Princess at her
request early in 1753 he was delighted to find that she was
pleased with the new appointments. Of Waldegrave she said
that although she herself was e but little acquainted with him'
he struck her as a man who ' was very well bred, very com-
plaisant and attentive'; and, what was far more important,
6 the children liked him extremely/ Nevertheless Prince George's
backwardness continued to trouble her; and she was also dis-
turbed because her boys were so obviously unacquainted with
the world.
In a previous interview Dodington had endeavoured to per-
suade the Dowager-Princess that it was time for Prince George
to ' begin to learn the usages and knowledge of the world';
but he had then received the unanswerable reply that such a
thing was impossible, because c the young people of quality
were so ill-educated and so very vicious that they frightened
her/ Like many another mother the Dowager-Princess was
afraid to allow her children to take the normal risks of life—
risks which she herself had magnified into the most terrible
pitfalls and evils. In her heart of hearts she knew that she was
wrong: to Bubb Dodington on May 27th, 1755, she confided
that
she was highly sensible how necessary it was that the Prince should
keep company with men; she knew well that women could not
inform him, but if it was in her power absolutely, to whom could
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